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have lots of opportunities for AIR test prep this 
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“Inspiring individual learning through innovation.” 

We have 2 opportunities for students and fami-

lies to come in for AIR Test Prep, free food, 

games, and prizes! 

 

Wednesday, Oct. 24th from 10-2:30 

Wednesday, Nov. 28th from 10-2:30 

FAMILY FUN DAY CARNI VAL 

S T U D E N T  /  F A M I L Y  A C T I V I T I E S  I N  O C T O B E R  

Movie Club– Wednesdays from 1:30—3:30— Contact Jennifer Shields for more info jshields@laca.org  

Science Video Conferences– lesson credit available, contact Robert Johnson for more info rejohnson@laca.org 

History Video Conference (Jim Crow) – lesson credit available– October 17th 1:30 in the orientation room 

History Video Conference (Japanese Internment Camps) - lesson credit available October 25th at 11:00 in the 

orientation room 



Woodside Building History 
By John Lutz - Coordinator of Alternative Education   

 

Today we completed possibly the final act of transition by deeding the Newark Digital Academy to the Newark City Schools. 

As I drove to the closing I had many thoughts. In November of 2009 we purchased 255 Woods Ave. for $86,000. It was 

deemed by Anderson Layman at the time that the property had no function other than to serve in the capacity it currently did. 

It sits on 6 city lots that could be returned to residential should the building be removed. The building’s condition in the fall of 

2009 was, in a word, an eyesore.  

The Newark Digital Academy Board of Directors and staff quickly realized that our growing student body could not be served 

well with the building in its current state. We also knew that our rent payment of $1000/mo. would not encourage or facilitate 

any renovations. In addition, the words of an out going superintendent resonated with me, “I should have shut down the digital 

academy a long time ago”.  

Buying the building was a decision that ultimately served more purpose than simply avoiding a monthly rent payment. The 

growth of our school allowed us to pay cash at closing. Serving as the coordinator of workshops for county maintenance su-

pervisors during my LCESC days gave me the confidence that we could attend to the needs of an old building and make im-

provements. While some of the foundational walls from the 1906 construction are still present the bulk of 255 Woods Ave. 

was (at the time) the “new addition” from 1955.  

The general purpose addition initiative had begun as a recommendation of the Woodside Parent Teacher Organization on 

April 20, 1920, coming to fruition in 1955. Newark City Schools North Elementary was closed in 2008. As part of the massive 

district school facility project it was later torn down. The role of aging buildings is a dilemma that most school districts face at 

one time or another. Surely Woodside in its current state could be a candidate for demolition. If we did not purchase the 

building could we possibly find ourselves without a home one day? Creating a service to the community involved more than 

simply designing services that the community needs, we had to have a place to practice our craft. NDA needed time to prove 

our worth and a place to do it. On October 15, 2009 the Newark Digital Academy Board of Directors discussed the purchase 

and on November 12, 2009 Mr. Cassidy moved with Ms. Freeze seconding the purchase of the Woodside building. The vote to 

purchase was unanimous.  

Between May 2012 and June 2013 renovation of the 1955 structure took place. Major work involved in this project included 

the lowering of the ceiling and installation of new lighting. All non-friable asbestos was abated and the computer technician 

work area was created. Exterior work gave the building more curb appeal and windows (actually cut into the existing brick 

walls) provided natural light to students. Three offices were created for the director, school counselor and social worker. Our 

student body had grown to 300 and our facility needed to respond to the ever changing needs of our clientele. 

By August 2013 a new phase of construction was started. This expansion added 4800 sq. feet and renovated the previous of-

fice area into a science lab. The last work in this project was completed in November 2016 and resulted in the facility we have 

today. The total cost of the final construction phase was nearly 1.5 million.  

If you stand in the foyer of the new addition and look up, the sky above is revealed through the sky lights incorporated in the 

structure. Through these one can see light and dark, times of turbulence and endlessness. Uncertainty and sometimes the fa-

miliar. It should remind us that the human condition is also ever changing, that we must observe and with clarity respond, not 

judge, the current state. We must respond, in kind, to all those we welcome in. The preservation and installation of the foot 

high, cast iron letters WOODSIDE SCHOOL remind us of our history, the spirit of those who came before, as we carry out 

our current mission. 

 In August 2003, the Newark City Schools started the Newark Digital Academy at 255 Woods Ave. Since then it has been 

home to many. Nearly 800 students have completed the requirements for graduation here. It has been a place for first jobs, 

retire-rehire, or staff simply looking for something different. We have held the hand of parents who felt they were out of op-

tions, achieved high performance, laughed a lot. We have struggled to overcome mandates, found ways to be creative, 

mourned deaths, celebrated births and grown. We all have our stories to tell about the time we spent at 255 Woods Ave. 

Today we gave Newark City Schools not just a building but our legacy. Please take care of both.  
 



 

 Recipe of the Month 
 

Ropa Vieja Tacos 

Contributed by Ryan Walker, Social Studies Teacher 

 

Ingredients: 

1 15 oz. package refrigerated, cooked beef roast au jus 

1 8 oz. can tomato sauce 

1 12 oz. bag frozen onion and bell pepper blend 

2 Tbsp. white or red wine vinegar 

1 tsp. cumin 

¼ tsp. dried oregano 

½ tsp. garlic powder 

3 Tbsp. sliced green olives 

8 corn or flour tortillas, warmed 

½ cup chopped cilantro for garnish 

Optional: thinly sliced radishes for garnish 

 

Steps: 

Pour au jus into medium skillet. 

Add tomato sauce, onions and peppers, vinegar, and seasonings. Bring to a boil, reduce to 

simmer, and cook while stirring until liquid reduces and becomes saucy. (About 15 

minutes) 

Shred beef with two forks and add olives. 

Serve beef mixture into tortillas, garnish, and serve.  

 

 

 

 



 

Introducing Our New Social Worker: Brandi Moffitt  

By Jade Borgersen-Burge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What made you want to be a social worker? 

“I wanted to be a social worker because back when I was a teenager, I had a really rough childhood and my high school social 

worker is the reason I got through school. So if she could help me with my huge crisis and get me to graduation, then I wanted 

to do that for other kids too.” 

 

What is something interesting about you? 

“I think, first of all, I’m a mom and I have two kids. I went to college after I had my children and so I was able to obtain my 

degree and go to school and have a full time job all at the same time. I am a very dedicated person. There are other interesting 

facts that are kind of fun. I’m from Florida, and I worked at Universal Studios. I was a whovillian at Grinchmas at Universal a 

long time ago. I was pretty much raised at Disney World. I’m also really crafty and artsy and like to decorate different things.” 

 

 

 

 



                          

New Social Worker: Brandi Moffitt Interview continued... 

 

What drew you towards NDA? 

“I think the fact that this school is unlike a typical school. They go above and beyond to try to figure out a way that works 

with the individual student to get them to the end point of graduation because not every child learns or can adapt to a typi-

cal learning style. So for me I think it’s really important that we take a look at that when we’re talking about getting kids to 

the end point of graduation. So I was really excited to interview here and get the job.” 

 

What can you provide NDA, both students and staff? 

“I feel like for students, most importantly, I can relate. I have had a lot of experience with different situations, both in my 

personal life and in my professional life. So, I can bring a lot of experience to the table and the same goes for staff. I have a 

lot of experience in a lot of different areas including my personal life, and so that’s helpful for staff to rely on. Ultimately, I 

like to learn from everybody else, so it’s not so much about what I can provide to them, it’s about what others can provide 

to me, because I learn best through other people.” 

 

Do you enjoy what you do? 

“One hundred percent. I love people. I love talking to people. I like learning about people’s lifestyles, their cultures, and 

their religions. All of that stuff intrigues me. I love learning about people in general, their brains and how they work and 

how we relate to one another and that’s important. 

 

Anything else to add? 

“I’m really excited to be a part of the team here at NDA this year, and I can’t wait to see what this year is going to bring 

for me and how that’s going to help NDA in the process.” 

 

Talking with Brandi was really nice, if anyone has any issues they are going through, talk to Brandi. She’s a nice person and 

very easy to talk to. Going in to interview her, I was intimidated, as I am not a people person, but she made it very easy to 

talk. Maybe she’ll even give you candy because when I left, she told me to take as much candy as I wanted. We should all 

make her feel welcome, and if you need her, she is there for you. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Student Columns 
Have you ever thought about what the community offers you around fall time? 

By Shelby Mullins 
  
 We all love fall, the different colored leaves, sweater weather, bonfires, and much more.  Our community 
offers many different things around fall time, from walking paths that have beautiful trees to pumpkin 
patches and haunted houses. We have little things going on through Newark to Columbus. 
  
 Here are a few fall activities our community has to offer! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Lehner Pumpkin Farms 
●        Located at:  2920 Rt. 203, Radnor. 
●        Offers:  8-acre corn maze, mini zip line, animal track maze, pumpkin picking, hayrides, petting zoo; 
barrel train ride, play barn, homestead stations and much more! 
 
Dupler’s Pumpkin Land 
●        Located at:  5766 Jacksontown Rd, Newark 
●        Offers:  sells a variety of pumpkins, squash, Indian corn, straw bales, mums for fall decorating. 
Farm activities include giant slides, straw maze, haunted room and goats and bunnies to visit. 
 
McDonald’s Greenhouse Corn Maze and Fall Farm Fun 
●        Located at:  3220 Adamsville Rd., Zanesville 
●        Offers: “It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown!” Join Linus, Sally, Lucy and the gang at the 
Snoopy Corn Maze, plus petting zoo, pumpkin carving, slides, enchanted forest walk, hayrides, and a giant 
corn box. 
 
Pigeon Roost Farm 
●         Located at: 4413 National Rd. S.W., Hebron 
●         Offers:  play fort, A-maize-ing Maze, giant gerbil wheel, seesaws and hay-wagon slide; treehouse, 
circle swing, farm animals, pumpkin picking and much more! 
 
13th Floor Haunted House 
●        Located at:  2605 Northland Plaza Dr, Columbus 
●        Information:  7:30 p.m. to midnight Fridays and Saturdays September 21 through October 31 
●        Cost: Tickets range from $19.99-$33.99 during the season based on day and time. 
 

 

 



 

Fall Community Activities Continued... 
 

Pataskala Haunted Forest 

●        Located at: 8838 Refugee Rd. S.W., Pataskala 

●        Information: – 7 p.m. to midnight Fridays and Saturdays in October. Trek through the woods will last 

about 45 minutes, and you may encounter mud and water, so dress appropriately.  Proceeds benefit Pataska-

la Lions Club. 

●        Cost:  $15 admission and free parking 

  

Jail of Terror 

●        Located at: Old Licking County Jail, 46 S. Third St. Newark 

●         Information:  7-10 pm on Fridays and Saturdays September 22 through October 17; 

●        Cost:  $18 or $25 fast pass 

  

Blackhand Gorge State Nature Preserve 

●        Located : 2200 Gratiot Rd SE, Heath, OH 43056 

●        Information: The Blackhand Gorge State Nature  Preserve is a 4-mile-long sandstone formation 

through which the Licking River flows in Licking County 

  

Taft Reserve South 

●        Located at: 10383 Fairview Rd SE, Newark, OH 43055 

  

  

 I hope you look into these or even look for other ones. These are just a few of the opportunities to have fun 
this fall that the community and surrounding communities offer. Enjoy! 



Student Creative Writing  

By Dakota Shaw 

Think about your last birthday. Who told you happy birthday first? What was the first thing you ate that day? Imagine 

the way you felt. Were you excited, scared, happy, unhappy?  

June 29th, 2053, 11:47 A.M. One week until I was officially an adult. I sat on the roof of our small house. The wind 

danced with the trees, as the rain played a symphony. I had been sitting there for a while, so my hair was soaked. Since 

my hair was short then, it didn’t bother me.  

I climbed off the roof, back to my bedroom window. Button, my sweet little black cat was... eating the flowers. I 

opened the window and climbed in, picking up Button. I sneaked over to Leo, my not-so-cool brother, and set Button 

on his desk.  

“Hey!” he yelled, after dropping his wood carving.  

Leo had always been the weird little brother. He wasn’t a bad kid, just barely cried when he was a baby. I remember 

trying to get him to laugh, but I was three, so what did I know? Just imagine a 3-year-old with curly red hair dancing, 

and you’ve got my attempt. Leo picked up his…train carving? I honestly don’t know what it was and looked up me.  

“What? Not like it broke,” I said, chuckling.  

“No, but you did mess up the paint, Owen,” he exclaimed, then went back to painting the train.  

I slid across the hallway, to the bathroom, and grabbed my sword! Kidding, it’s a hair brush. Then as I attempted to 

manage the red mess I call hair, Leo flew down the stairs. I had never seen him run like that, so I went after him. Of 

course, he was just excited about the mail. Like any 15-year-old, right?  

He opened the letter from Dad, who was in the military, and it basically said, “Don’t read between the lines on this let-

ter,” something about attacking planets, and “Love you kids from the bottom of my heart.”  

Since our small world was at war with basically everyone, they needed as many solders that they could get. When 

Earth died, groups of people in similar towns were sent to live on different planets similar to Earth. Since our mom 

wasn’t technically human, we were separated. The planet we were put on had sweet fruits, water, land, and a few weird 

animals other than Leo, but it’s home now. Leo loves it here; he can study the planet’s way of life, while I absolutely 

hate it. Not sure why, I just do.  

Leo went back upstairs and kept working on his train/truck/I don’t know carving. I, however, was looking for Cassidy 

and listening to music from almost 100 years ago. I headed to Cassidy’s house, my legs feeling like cooked noodles.  

As I walked, I thought about what dad had said in that letter. He said they were attacking the planets Motred, Jalid, Ka-

min, and Hirel. I realized Motred was the planet Mom was on. I instantly started panicking, and lost track of where I 

was. Did I take a right? Or a left? The more I walked, the less houses seemed familiar. I saw the ship docking area and 

took a left. Thank God!  

I saw Cassidy’s little sister riding her bike in the road. I felt a wave of relief come over me and started walking towards 

their house. Everything around me started going dark. The houses faded away. Her sister began to change shape. I 

blinked and took a deep breath. The ground was breaking under my feet. Dad was staring at me from afar. All I heard, 

in a composed voice, was “Everything is going to be okay.” I felt myself falling as my ears rang. I hit the ground, and 

everything went pitch black. 
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It is hard to believe we are six weeks into the 18 – 19 school year. We have had an ex-

cellent start and the staff has enjoyed catching up with our returning students and get-

ting to know our new students. Many of you are progressing nicely through your class 

work. Remember – if you are stuck, come see us. Don’t let yourself get behind. We are 

here to help! 

Our transition into the Newark City Schools system has been very smooth. Our new 

colleagues have welcomed and supported NDA every step of the way. This merger has 

given NDA access to more resources than what we had before. Newark City School is 

supportive of the work that is done at NDA and we are thankful to be part of a larger 

successful team! 

The weather will be changing soon. The clothes closet is pretty well stocked. Please 

check in with our school social worker and plan to come take a look. We have a little 

bit of everything! 

In closing I would like to thank all of our families for choosing the Newark Digital Acad-

emy. The NDA family is happy to be part of your family. Welcome back! 

 

John Lutz – Coordinator of Alternative Education 


